
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communicator 

By Michelle K. 

Bringing Two Worlds Together 

Boy, has life changed around 
here! If asked a year ago, I don’t 
know how many of us would 
have even known that “Karen” 
is more than just a girl’s name.   
 
Even before our new definition 
of “Karen” was in their 
vocabulary, a small group of 
volunteers from the 
congregation were asked to 
start a Literacy Outreach 
program to open our doors to 
serve those in our local 
community.  As the plans were 
being developed, the big 
question that lingered on 
everyone’s mind was – “who 
will we serve” and “how will 
we get students”?  
 

Well, talk about two worlds 
colliding.  Our new Karen-
speaking friends entered 
through the doors of St. James.  
Who would have thought that 
St. James would have an 
opportunity to embrace a new 
group of friends from this 
Karen community?  Our 
direction became very clear 
that teaching the English 
Language to English Language 
Learners would be the initial 
focus of the Literacy 
Committee.  With this kind of 
timing, could this more clearly 
be God’s hand at work?   
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Bringing Two Worlds Together 
 
Continued from page 1 

On September 17, 
Pastor Kassulke led a 
first-ever service in 
Karen at St. James, with 
a English-speaking 
member of the Karen 
community translating. 
We had over 35 family 
members attend the 
service and a second 
service is already being 
planned for October.   
 
The day following that 
service, we had our 
first Tutor Training 
facilitated by a 
representative of 
Wisconsin Literacy and 
focusing primarily on 
teaching English to 
those that don’t speak 
our language.   
 
A big “THANK YOU” to 
the individuals who 
have continued to 
serve on the committee 
for the past 9 months. 
An additional “THANK 
YOU”  
 

to the 15 individuals 
for stepping out of 
your comfort zone and 
completing the Tutor 
Training (including 2 
individuals from 
outside of St. James 
that heard about this 
new initiative and 
wanted to be part of 
it).  We thank you in 
advance for 
volunteering your 
time in the weeks and 
months ahead!  
Serving others is a way 
to honor God.  It is a 
conscious choice to 
give of your time and 
talents and you have 
chosen to have a 
significant impact on 
the lives of adults and 
families in our 
backyard by enabling 
them to improve their 
English language and 
reading skills. 
 
Just think what the last 

year has brought us 
and imagine us a year 
from now.  The 
opportunities to 
support the Karen 
families is almost 
endless.  English 
Language lessons and 
church services are 
simply the beginning. 
Please continue your 
prayers that God 
guides our hands and 
hearts as we continue 
this outreach effort.  
 
There is always a place 
for additional 
volunteers!  Along 
with tutoring, there 
are many ways you 
can support this 
initiative.  If you have 
interest in learning 
more, please contact 
Michelle K. by email at 
literacy@saintjames-
mke.org.  
 
 
 
 

Buildings/Grounds 
By Richard G. 

The new mulch for the playground is ready to be picked up and spread on the playground.  It should be done 
by the time you are reading this. 
 
The bathroom plumbing problems in the first floor men’s and women’s bathrooms have been fixed.  All are 
in working order. 
 
A window in the balcony near the organ is in need of repair on the outside.  The outside framing that holds 
the glass in place has come loose causing the protective glass to shift.  The window is not operable at this 
time.  We are having the window looked at by a professional to get a quote for the repairs. 
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October Birthdays 

Antonia T. 
Phil K. 

Debbie K. 
Evelyn T. 
Henry B. 
Jonah K. 
Jake M. 
Corbin S. 
Eilene B. 

Christine B. 
Cameron S. 
Melissa S. 
Evan M. 

Cornelia R. 
Connie R. 
Kathy S. 
Randy E. 
Ethan K. 
Avis H. 
Linda G. 

 

St. James Adult Literacy  
& English Language Learner (ELL) Services 

** Honoring God through Serving Others ** 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Pen 
God Opens A Door 

By Pastor Kassulke 

It was a little over a year ago that 
our St. James ministry plan called 
for developing some kind of 
outreach to our community 
through the development of 
some kind of literacy or English 
as a Second Language (ESL) 
program.  In our initial 
discussions in the committee that 
was formed to develop the idea, 
we wondered what group within 
our community we might best 
serve. 

Well, the Lord certainly opened a 
door for us that we did not even 
realize existed when we began 
our ministry goal.  Through a 
really amazing chain of events – 
amazing only to us, not to HIM – 
God showed us a whole 
community of Karen refugees 
whom we could serve. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, in the 
afternoon of Saturday, 
September 17th, we had over 30 
members of this refugee 
community for a special worship 
service in their language.  Pastor 
Kassulke wrote the service and it 
was translated into the language 
of the Karen.  Pastor Kassulke 
and the interpreter, EhSay, went 
back and forth in presenting the 
confession, sermon and prayers. 

Through the help of our sister 
congregation on Milwaukee’s south side, 
St. Peters, we had some hymns from a 
Karen song book.   It was quite an 
experience and there were blessings for 
all involved. 

We plan to have another such service on 
October 29th and keep touch with this 
community as our committee continues 
to work on getting the language 
components of the program organized 
and put in motion. 

There will be lots of opportunities for a 
lot of different involvement as we reach 
out to these people for whom Jesus 
suffered and died and rose again just like 
He did for us. 

Finance Committee Report 
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Summary Financial Information 
9/1/15-8/31/16  
       Actual     Budget 
       Y-T-D       Y-T-D 
Year to date 
   Total Revenue (1)     $270,119.30     $284,468.00 
 
Year to date 
   Total Expenses           $271,640.78     $305,880.30 
 
 Net Gain/(Loss)              ($ 1,521.48)         ($21,412.30) 
 

(1) Actual year-to-date total revenue includes 
$5,000.00 borrowed from Joseph’s Harvest 

        fund in order to meet the Dec. 16 payroll 
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